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conclusion of the Funk mission publicly testified to
the legitimate dominance of Germany in Central and
South-eastern Europe? For the French the situation
was not so satisfactory. The empty streets when
Ribbentrop arrived in Paris, symbolized the amount
of enthusiasm with which the French public welcomed
an Entente with the Nazis; and then on December
12th, a reply by Mr. Chamberlain to questions
in Parliament, to the effect that no treaty or pact
with France contained any specific requirement that
Great Britain should lend military assistance to her
should Italy embark in warlike operations against her
or her possessions, almost created a panic in the Quai
d'Orsay. True it was that the very next night in a
speech of major importance to the Foreign Press
Association Mr. Chamberlain put the matter right by
observing with emphasis that our relations with
France passed beyond mere legal obligations, since
they were founded on identity of interest; but the
very warmth of the applause with which this point
was greeted by his influential and cosmopolitan
audience, showed how bad the psychological lapse of
his earlier statement had been, and how full of traps
the path of appeasement was. The Foreign Press
Association dinner was notable for the last minute
absence of the German guests. They stayed away on
instructions from Berlin when it was learnt that Mr.
Chamberlain was to make a severe reference to the
persecution of the Jews and the slanders on Lord
Baldwin, The policy of appeasement could not be
expected to survive for long when the spirit of
appeasement was so feeble.

In replying to a.vote of censure on the Govern-
ment's. Foreign Policy on December 19th, Mr.
Chamberlain held out the hand of genuine friendship
to the Germans yet again. The treatment of the
Germans in the post-War period had been neither